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Abstract

This study examined the development of the Israeli security mentality between 1948-
1982, and highlighted the importance of various fixed and changing factors in this
regard such as religion, history, ideology, geography, economics and politics. These
factors served as the intellectual frameworks in which this mentality was formed. This
study also examined the most important hypotheses that contributed to the formation
of the principles of the lIsraeli security mentality. This includes the hypotheses of

existential threat, inequality, and inevitability of the conflict.

The study revealed the importance of the military and political elite in forming the
principles of the Israeli security mentality, especially the role of Prime Minister David

Ben-Gurion.

The study traced the most important stages of the development of this security
mentality represented in the Israeli wars in the region from 1948 to 1982. This
includes five wars, which formed a practical field examination of the Israeli security
principles. These wars have clearly caused the most important changes and
developments in the context of the transition from the military attacks strategy to the
defensive strategy. This particularly was a main reason for the failure that hit the

Israeli security mentality in the 1973 Arab-Israeli War.

The study highlighted the most important factors and events that influenced the
development of the Israeli security mentality since its emergence until 1982. This
leaded to realizing the most important points of weakness and strength that

characterized this mentality, which were realized in 1967 and 1973 wars.

The study reached the conclusion that there are many factors and influences that
contributed to the formation of the Israeli security mentality. The strategic depth and
existential threatening are among the most important ones in this regard. The study
also found that the principles of this mentality are basically the strength aspects that
have been founded to confront the constituent deadly weaknesses that exist in the

Israeli entity.

The most important recommendation of the study is the need to re-read the historical
events related to the 1967 and 1973 wars in the light of the Hebrew specialized
documents in these events, whose publication has been allowed recently. This useful

to study the strengths and weaknesses aspects in the mentality of Israeli security.
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INDICATIONS OF ARAB INTENTIONS TO INITIATE
HOSTILITIES =i

This paper deals in the first instance with military moves made
by Egypt and other Arab statee during the past several weeks. Individuaily,
these moves do not appear to have great significance. Taken collectively,
however, thoy suggest a pattern of action that could be preparation for
hostilities against Israel, but they are aleo part of an effort to arcuse
international concern and put psychological pressures on Israal and the US.

The balance of the paper is a diacuseion and asseasment of the
objectiver of Egypt and the other Arab states and of the likelihood of
hostilitiee in the near future, We conclude that whatever the Egyptian
and Arab leadors intend at this stage, the pattern of their actions thus
far does not provide the Arabs with a rational basis for an attack at an
early date,

In recent weeks, the emphasis in Egyptian statements and activities
has gradually shifted toward preparing for war. The most serious
indicators to date are

== Movement of SA-6 surface~to-air missiles to firing sites
within 20 miles of the Suez Canal; a program to convert SA.2
migsile systems to more advanced models has also been
reported.

-- Transfer within the past month of abont 30 Mirage V jet
fighters, which have a ground attack capability, from Libya

to Egypt. Flight operations by Egyptian pilots using these
aircraft bave begun. About 16 Hawker Hunter jet fighters
algo have arrived in Egypt from Iraq, with Iraqi pilots. About
10 Lightning jet fighters are expected from Saudi Arabia,

-- Movement of TU-16 bombers from Aswan to the Cairo
area in late March. These aircraft are equipped to carry
air~to-surface missiles, but we bave ne evidence that the
missiles themselves have been moved from Aswan,

== A high state of alert imposed on the Egyptian air force

since 20 April; some air force reservists were recalled on
3 May,
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-- Relocation and reactivation of various Egyptian air
#quadrons, Some of the shuffling was to accommodate the
gircraft from Libya and Iraq,

-= Evidence suggesting that additional commando units may
have moved closer to the Suoz Canal aince mid-March,

-~ A report that the Egyptian staff has been ordered to
prepare a detailed plan for an attack across the Canal and
to pick optimum dates; the staff is said to have chosen two
full moon nights, 19 May and 16 June. We, however, do
not believe that the plan described matches up with Sadat's
objectives.

== A high-ranking Jordanian military official’s statement
that the Arab chiefs of staff conference in Cairo, 21-25 April,
Wwag permeated with "despair and foreboding” due to Egyptian
determination to go to war regardless of the COnsequence s,
King Husayn has passed his own concorn about the seriousness
of the situation to the Israelis.

== Reliable reports that the Egyptiana are trying to organize
an oil boycott by the Arab oil producers sgainst the US and
Western Europe in the event of bostilities with Isracl. This
effort is having mixed reaults,

These are all actions that the Egyptians could be expected to take
in the fairly early stages of proparing to fight; they are also actions that
&re necessary as psychological gambits, If Sadat intends a serious effort
to take and hold, if only for a few days, territory in Sinai and thereby
provoke cutside intervention, we should see evidence of further prepara-
tion by his air forces. We are not likely to see further preparations by
ground forces that might be used in & small-scale attack, because many
units are already in place between Cairo and the Canal.

Wa judge that Sadat at this time has not made a decision to attack
at a speclfic time and in & specific manner. Despite the gloomy prognoses
being assiducusly disseminated from Calro, Sadat has not exhausted his
diplomatic options. Hia oconomic situation is deteriorating, but we doubt
that he is under significant domeastic Prezsure to go to war. Both Sadat
and his advisers are aware that their military prospects are poor at best;
a fresh dieaster might well sweep away Sadat’'s regime rather than rescue
him from his dilemma.
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We think that Sadat will wait at least until he scea the outcome of
the UN seasion on the Middle Eaat in late May before taking a new
decision. Meanwhile, strengthening Egypt's military preparodness
forves to create tonsions that Ssadat hopes will support the urgency of
his diplomacy.

Recent military moves by other Arab governments, we believe,
are primarily in harmony with this parpose, although each of these
moves is also motivated by the narrower interests of the government
making it. The moves include

-- Shipment of a Moroccan armored contingent to Syria,
Some of this unit’'s eQuipment has already been deliverad by
Soviet LST's which picked it vp in Algeria, and some of the
troops may have arrived,

== Tranafer of two aquadrons of Algerian MIG-21s (about 20
alrcraft) with pilots to Libya, probably to bolster Libya's air
dofense. We have evidence that Algeria may also have gent
Mig-15s and ~17s to Syria.

-= An undertaking, still in the planning stage, to send a
Sudanese ground force to Syria.

These moves are part of general Arab planning to increase the
pressures on Israel. The transfers of men and equipment strengthen to
some degree the armed forces of Syria and Egypt, but the main effect
at this stage is psychological, The major gap in the Arab lineup is the
refusal of the Jordanian government to place its forces at the disposal
of the Egyptian-Syrian "eastorn front, "

E ian support of the anti-American campaicn by the fedayeen
is designed to step up pressure on the US, and through Washington, on
Israel. The ruckus between the fedaycen and the Lebanese government
is an embarrassment to Egypt and the other Arabs; it distracts attantion
from that aspect of the Arab-Isrseli confrontation that Calre wants to
emphasize oven though it also contributes to the sonse of tension surroundi

the area.

The suddenness of the flare-up in Lebanon illustrates the danger

that in the next few months the various military moves may develop a
momentum that Caire will not be able to control. The events of 1967
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Deputy Assistant to the President for National Document 7:
Security Brent Scowcroft to Kissinger, 5 October 1973,
enclosing message from Israeli Prime Minister Golda Meir
@ (passed through Israeli chargé Shalev)
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(') Source: NPMP, HAKO, box 136, Dinitz June 4, 1974 [sic]-Oct. 31,

1973
.( /nttp://nsarchive.gwu.edu/NSAEBB/NSAEBBOS).
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Becratury Klsgiuger
FROM: Brent Scoweroft

Mivistay Shalev callad on nee at 5:30 p.m. aud paswed
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TNFORMATION THAT MAS BEEN ACCUMULATING OELICES US TO TAXE
INTO CONSIDERATION THAT THE MILITARY PREPARATIONS TN SYRIA
AND BGYPT, THME BATTLE DEFLOYMENT AND STATE OF ALERT OF THEIR
ARMED FORCES, AND IN PARTICULAR THE TNCREASED MILITARY CON-
CENTRATIONS AT THEYR FRONT LINES VITH US, MAY BE MOTIVATED
BY ONZ OF THE FOLLOWING TWO POSSINILITIES:
A. A BONA PIDE ASSESSMENT BY BOTH OR ONE OF THESE COUNTRIZS,
FOR WHATEVER REASON, THAT ISRAEL INTENDS TO CARRY OUT
AN OPPENSIVE MILITARY OFPERATION AGAINST THEM OR AGAINST
ONE OF THEM)
B. THE INTENTTON OX THETR PART - OR ON THE PART OF OKE OF TIEM -
TO INITIATE AN OFPENSIVE MILEFARY OPERATION AGAINST ISBAEL,

I¥N CASE, HOVEVER, THIS DEVELOPMENT STEMS FROM THEIR APFRIHEN-
STIONS ABOUT AN OFPENSIVE MILITARY mumt_li:sm:

OF ISRALL, SUCH APPREHENSIONS ARE COMPLETELY WITHOUT FOUXD-
ATION. WE WISH TO ASSURE YOU PERSONALLY THAT ISRAEL HAS XNO
INTENTION WHATEVER TO INITIATE OFFENSIVE MILITARY QPERATIONS
ACAINST SYRIA OR BEGYPT. WE ARE, ON THE OONTRARY, MOST EAGER
wocmnfmumwmnuormmnmmsxoxn
THE AREA. OF THESE GROUNDS WRE WISH, THROUGH YOUR GOOD
OFFICE, TO INFORM THE ARABS AXD THE SOVIETS CF OUR ATTITUDE,
WITH THE VIRV OF ALLAYIRG THEXI'R SUSPICIONS AND THE AIN OF RESTORING
CALM TO THE AREA,

SHOULD SYRIA OR EGYPT INTEND TO LAUNCH OFFENSIVE MILITARY
OFERATIONS, IT WOULD BE INPORTANT TO MAXE IT CLRAR T0 TiEM
IN ADVANCE THAT ISRAEL WILL RBACT MILITASUILY, WITH FIRMNESS
AND IN GREAT STRENGTH, WE WOULD LIXE YOU TO BRING THIS TO THE
ENOVLZDGE OF THE ARABE AND SOVIETE THROUCH THE CHAMNELS AT
YOUR DISPOSAL.

'
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U.S. Embassy Israel, Cable 7766 to Department Document 9:
of State, 6 October 9988, "GOl Concern About Possible Syrian
Yand Egyptian Attack Today"
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(1) Source: NPMP, National Security Council Files (hereinafter NSCF),

box 1173, 1973 War (Middle East) 6 Oct. 1973 File No. 1 [1 of 2].
(http://nsarchive.gwu.edu/NSAEBB/NSAEBB98/ ).
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= CrEkARe SECRET #4sseeeS COpy
FLASH
£ ZA0A3EY ;
o SAD #7766 2791040
1| 06)0332 OCT 73 IFF~-4 R 20 .
: WEBRISY | NEL: AVEY mes. Meles MV- ‘“r—‘\ﬁ‘,’llﬁf

TDo SECSTATE MASHRC FLASH 9588 L‘”H\ K#O-’l'w.c‘ (-U.q T.:ml

SECRETT AVIV 776
R Qufreats ATTneles,

ExDIS

E.0. 11852: N/&

TAGS: PFOR XF 1S US UR 5 )
SUBJECT: GOI CONCERN ABQUT POSSTRLE SYRIAN AND EGYPTIAN ATTACK TooaY

1, AT PRIME MINISTER!S URGENT cEQUESTs 1 MEY WITH HER AT HeR
TEL AVIV OFFICE THIS MNRNING AT 10t15. 1 WAS ACCOMPANIED av DCMs AMB
0IN11Z: MORDECHAT GAZIT OF PN'S OFFICE AND AVRAHAM RIDRONs AIRGEN MFA

ALSD PRESENT,

?- MRS MEIR INITIATED COMVERSATION 8Y NOTING "NE MAY BE IN TROUALEY.
THEM GAVE ME A REVIEW nF THE SITAUTIDN RE REPORTED SYRTAN aND

- PTIAN BUILD=UPS DURING THE PsST FEW WEEKS. [ NOTED THAT WE

HAD TAKEN THE INITIATIVE To DISrUSS THIS MATTER NITHM THE Ipcs DN

SEVERAL OCCASIDNS AND WE ®SRE Tnlo THME SITUATION WAS NOT DANGER=

OUS, MRS NEIR SAID THAT THIS WeS AN ACCURATE EVALUATION AT THE TIME,

BUT THAT WITHIN THE LAST 12 HOU&S THE S1TUATION HAD BECOME vERY SERIO

Us.

ISRAEL HAD [NFO FRDOM A NUMAER OF TOTALLY RELIABLE :

SOURCES THAT SYRTA AMD EGYPT WESE PLANNING 4 CODRDINATED ATTACK

AGATNST ISRAEL TODAY IN THZ LATE AFTERNDON.

3, IN A0DITICN YO INFO 2EF MILITASY SITUATIDN GOLI HAD HARD

INFD THAT SOVIET DEPENDENTS AND AT LEAST SO4E ADVISORS WERE

BEING EVACUATED FROM SYRI& AND 1EAYPT. AT FEIRSTs SAID MRS WmEIRs - ~
THE CGO! THOUGHT THE SOVIET EVACHATINN FRON SYRLA MIGHT MEAwW A

BREAK IN DIPLNHAYIC RELATIANS, 3UT THIS NON DDES NOT SEEM Tn 3E

YHE CASE SINCE A NUMAER DFf SOVICT AOVISORS ARE STILL IN COUVTRY AND
APPARENTLY PLANNING TO REMgIN. ALSDs GOI HAS [NFO THAT SOVIET
NAVAL VESSELS HAVE DE®ARTEN ALEYANORIA. ISRAFL COULD ONLY
SPECULATE DN REASON FOR SOVIET eXNOuS, BUT NNE GO1 SOURCE REPORTED
THIS IS PART OF SOVIET NEGATIVE REACTION TOD PLANNED EGYPTIAN AND
SYRIAN ATTACKS.

— RECALLED o .
PSNi048565  PAGE 01 TOR:279/11:p4Z  DTG:061033Z OCT 73
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:. IN VIEW OF THE FOREGDINGs Selp MRS, MEIR, ISRAEL WANTEN THE URGEN
HELP OF THE US IN TRYING Tn HEAn OFF HOSTILITIES. SHE ASKen IF WE
WOULD P&SS ON TO THE SOVIETS AN EGYPTIANS THE FOLLOWING AS
FAST A5 PQOSSIBLE.

A, ISRAEL 1S NOY PLANNING TO aTTACK SYRIA OR EGYPT. IT Has
DEPLDYED 1YS FORCES TO PROTECT (TSELF FN CASE OF ATTACK ANA, ON
A CONTINGENCY BASIS [S CALLING P “SOME RESERVES", (SHE COMFERMED
THIS 1S ¥NOT GENERLL MOSILIZATION)

B, I1SRAEL }S WELL AMARE OF TwgE MILITARY oiSPOSITIONS OF SGYPT

AND SYRIA, IF THEY ATTACK, THEY WILL LOSE AS SHE HAS GEEN
ASSURED THEIS &M BY ODSEMIN naYaN ALTHQUGH THE ATTACKERS CAN
CAUSE DAMAGE AND INFLICT CAUSUALTIES WHICH JSRAEL WISHESYNg
AYO10.

6, IN AMSWER TO MY SPECIFIC QUESTION, MRS, MEIR REPLIEQ WIVwDUT
KESITATION THAT TSRASL HOULD NOT 2PT NOT LAUNCH A PRE=-EMPTIVE
AYTACKs NOTIHG THAT J3RAEL wWOULn SUCCESSFULLY DEFEND ITSELF IF
ATTACKEN, BUT EMPHASIZING THAT THE GOT WISHES To AvVOID
ELODDSHED.

6. DATT HAS 9FEN BRIEFED 8y IDF Re DETAILS OF MILITARY SITUaTION
7% 18 REPORTING SEPARATELY 3Y IMMECIATE CABLE.

(o PM'S OFFICE HAS JUST CALLED rOLLOWING CONTINGENCY PRESS
GUINDANCE FOR IDF: [N &NSUE2 TD cUSSTION IDF SPDKESMAN MILL
SAY: “FDOLLOWING CONCENTRATION 0Oc SYRIAN AND EGYPTIAN TROOPS
TUE JDF HAS TAKEN DEFENSIVE MEASURES INCLUDING A CALL UP DF
SOME RESERVES.™

8, AMB, DINITZ MILL LEAVE FDR MaSHINGTON DN FIRST AVAILABLE

PLANE. HE SHOULO BE THERE TOMORz2Dw AT LATVEST,

COMMENT: 1 BELIEVE MRS MET2 SINCERELY WISKES TO AVOID USELESS
BLOODSHED. | TRUST YE CAN alD Iy THIS WORTHY ENNEAVOR, 1F 2NSSIBLE,
1 WOULD LIKE TO GIVE SOME XiND OF REPLY TO 2M WITHIN NEXT FEW

KEATING . ’ s MOIGES
BY

_ RECALLED =42 2
PSNI048565 PAGE 02 De 02 YOR:279/11:042 0TG:061033Z NCT 73
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Memcon between Dinitz and Kissinger, 7 Document 18:
Y October 1973, 8:20 p.m.
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(1) Source: RG 59, Records of Henry Kissinger, 1973-1977. Box 25.

Cat C 1974 Arab-Israeli War
:(http://nsarchive.gwu.edu/NSAEBB/NSAEBB98/ ).
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——MEMORANDUM 7. cv AF1

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

October 6, 1973

MEMORANDUM FOR: BRENT SCOWCROFT
FROM: WILLIAM B. QUANDT
SUBJECT: ArabeIsracl Tonsions

Ambasgador Keating met with Prime Minlster Meir this morning

and was informed that Israel bad received information from

totally reliable sources that Syria and Egypt are planning a

coordinated attack against Israel today in the late afterncon.

In addition, she confirmed that Soviet dependents and some

advisers are being evacuated from Egypt and Syria. She has

asked that we inform the Soviets and the Egyptians that: -

== lerael is not planning to attack Syria or Egypt. [t has
called up ""some reserves' on a contingency basis, but has
not declared a general mobilization,

== Isracl is aware of military dispositions in Egypt and Syria
and knows that in any war they will lose, even if Israel will
suffer scome casualties,

Mrs. Meir assured Ambassador Keating that Israel does not intend

to launch a preemptive attack and Is genuinely interested in avoiding
war,

Other information of note is that Calre appears normal this morning,
with no sign of special military precautions, We do, however, have
confirmation that as many as 1,000 Soviet dependents have left Egypt.
Some reduction in the munber of Soviet advisers in Syria is also
apparently onderway, In addition, we know that the Egyptian forcses,
As part of their current fall maneuvers, are on a high state of alert

and that Syrian forces have been repositioned along the Golan Helights
ceage~fire lines,
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Several possible interpretations of the evidence can be made:

1. Egypt and Syria, despite the military odds against success, do intend
to initiate hostilitles as a way of forcing international attention to the
Middle East and activating the use of oil as a political weapon against
the United Statea, The Soviets have gotten wind of this and are eva«
cuating dependents and some advisers, In so far as Soviet advisers

are included in the evacuation, the effectivensess of an Arab attack

is likely to be somewhat degraded and the riske of Soviet involvement
will lessen,

2. A major crisle {s under way in Arab-Soviet relations, and under
the cover of a war scare, Soviet advisers are being expelied from
both Egypt and Syria. There have been numerous strains in Arab-
Soviet relations recently, and King Faisal bas been pressing hard
to convince Sadat and Asad to cut their tHies to Moscow.

Our intelligence services have continwd to downplay the likelihood ~
of an Arab attack on Israel and still have no signs that auch action

is imminent. They appear to favor the alternative explanation of

a crisls in Arab-Soviet relations.

If hostilities are imminent, we should immediately consider the fol-
lowing actions:

== Demarche to the Soviets and Egyptians to convey Prime
Minister Meir's meéssage and to add our own statement
about the need to avoid hostilities.

-~ Activate first steps for possible evacuation of U, 8. citizens
from key Arab countries (Lebanon, Libya, Saudi Arabis)

== Convene oil task force to prepare on a contingency basis
for cutoff of Arab eil.,

-=-Consult with Israelis and Jordanians on steps to be taken in
the event of hostilities. In particular, we want to make
sure that Jordan does not get drawn in.

-- Ask the Shah o Iran to use his influence with President Sadat
to discourage a resort to force.

=« Alert U.S, forces in the Mediterranean and Eurape for
possible action in the Middle East,
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Il THE COMMUNITY'S PERFORMANCE

The problam of wiether thora wis o was not an intligencs “tehae®
cancarning the Middle East in 15973 can ba subdivided iato theoe primary
Quastions:

(1) Were Intellipanoy amalysts g snough Informethan  time 1o oo
chitn {befors § Getoberl that o posibility of war was sutficlntly sarous
10 justify soma form of waming to inel ignce consunars? Yés, Commenity
analysts were provided wirk & Plesttode of dnformazion whick should kove
moggested, at a minfmum, (har they take very sersowsly fhe threat of war in
the newr term. Thouph not conclushe, and though mch of i could be
wxploned gway a3 sgnifying o rehearsed rather than the Maln svort, dits
hanawimafmmuhawmnsmmtmmmhhm
brawing in both Egypt and Syrls, (Soa the dbassion of sheCollecticn Effort
in Section |11.) This, together with 2 genora! awaraness (confirmed again in
the spring of this year] thar Sadst wised to keap his militwy opticns apsen,
mnmmnmumwmmmmmuwm
Sacat's Wtentions ware hastile,

12) Assuming that the Information mige swilsbls to them did lndeed
®em 10 werrsnt or damand such forewarming, did the snalyste In fact
etfectivily utilize 1?7 No, ar indicered, fhe exveamemis which oppesred in
varioss imieRagence periodicels, 1ot reports, snd memorands, did not ruff-
chenstiy wilifze the Wformarion sradable and conseguantly did no? provkir ¢
vianiing of impending Aostifitkes, A thorough search of the materlsl fod
prior 1o § October has failud to tum u any officil sEtament Wem sy
cffice Of comenition respomibie for producing finkshad, analytical intedli-
120 which contributed anything resembdng a waming, qua werning,

Thirs wae soma rathar timid cautionary advice, of tha exrt, smphssized
balow, in quotatiors fram two sssazmants;

Yo continwe to beblava that an outhresk of majer Arsbdsraali
bestilities sampine undkely for the firmediste future, although rhe
rlik of localized fighting hor Increased righely 2 the result of the
buiidup of Syrlan forces i the wcinity of the Golin Melzhrs
Egyptiam exerctsr acridty wnder way since lare Septermber muy alno
contribute to the passiddiry of mcidents
~Combired Waioh Report of the USIB, No. 1296, 4 Ostaber 1973,

"Thave are rapons that Syria i prepering for en attack on laree!

DUt canciusve avidenca & lacking, In our visy, the politicel dimate
in the Arsb states orgues against o sajor Syrinn militsry move ageinat
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lsrzal of this time, The pascibilty of a moee Nevited Syrion stribe— .
perkaps one desgmed to rtaXare for the pownding the Syrian Air

Foree too.f Sroms rke Tsroelis on Seprember I 3~canvat, of ourse, be :
-INA Me'morandum 13 e Secratary, 30 Septamber 1973, I

Bat thess gualifications desl anly with thy poaibility of small-scale mibtary
actiors, They thas <ould rot fave served 43 warnings of mayor hostiizies
oven higd thoy boon 15 less diffident than thiry n Test ween,

i 135 11 wnalysts did not provide forewaming. whet did they offer in les

) stoad? Iuwead of warebegs, fhe Commeuniny's axalytical effors i effact
produced resurances, That & to sy, the analysts, in resctirg 10 rcleators
which 834d bo interpreted In thamsshes as portents of Hastile Arab actions

| sganat (s, scoght In effect to reosmere thol sudience thet The Arabs
‘would Dot resart 1o war, 31 16t not deliberatety, Ths:

i “Syrie-Egypt- The movement of Syrian troops and Egyptisn
military readiness @0 considerad to be colrcikdental wid nal desigred
10 lead to major hoatllities®

=DIA |ntadigence Summary, 3 October 1973,

“Egypt - The sxatcis and alert octhviles undie way in Sgypt may
D2 on 8 someatiat laper scale and more resfistic then previcus
exorcises, but they do rot sppesr 1o te prepering for & mifirany
cffenshe agakut loresl”
~Caneral | maligence Bulletin, & October 1979,

“Egypt- Tha currant. largoscnl modifizetion merclos may be an
affort to 200the internal problema_ e moch a3 %o Impeove miktery
capsbiities, Mobilzstics of soome nned, Incresssd readiness of
Isoleted units, and grester communication seourity o all omessed 35
parts of the exprtiss routine, there e il no rditary or pollticad
n"dmnl ctd&vmlm intentions o préperetions to resumea hostill.
tles oo, ™

-0lA Intetbguroe m 6 Oztober 1973,

i “tarsekEgypt-Syria - Both the lwsslis snd the Arnbs ome becoming
| Increasingly conosmec abaut the miilecy octhitlss of trhe other,

although reither sice appaas 1o be bertt on Indtigring hostlities... . Foe
Egyot 3 military initistive makes littla sanwe st thit crtical juns |
I ture,  Anather round of hostilities would slmost certainly destrey
Sadat's peinstating ettarts 10 imdgorste the coanamy ard would run
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PFOR XF 1S US UR :
CT: GOI CONCERN ABOUT POSSTBLE SYRIAN AND EGYPTIAN ATTACK TQODAY

T PRIME MINISTER!S URGENT oEQUESTs 1 MET NITH HER AT HER
VIV DFFICE THIS MORNInG AT 30115, 1 WAS ACCOMPANIED gv DCMs AMB
Z» MORDECHAT GAZIT DOF PM'S OFFICE AND AVRAHAM XKIDRON» NIRGEN MFA

PRESENT,

RS MEIR INITIATED CONVERSATION BY NOTING "NE MAY B8E IN TROUBLEM,
HEN GAVE ME A REVIEW pF TH= SITAUTION RE REPORTED SYRTaN AND
AN BUILO~UPS DURING THE PiST FEW WEEKS. I MOTED THAT WE

AKEN THE INITIATIVE To DISrUSS THIS MAYYER WITH THE Ipc DN

AL DCCASTIDNS AND WE SeRE Tnkn THE SITUATION HAS NOT DANGER=

HRES NEIR2 SAIC YHAT THIS WeS AN ACCURATE EVALUATION AT THE TIME,
HAT WITHIN THE LAST 12 HOU2S THE SITUATION HAD BECOME VERY SERID

L HAQ INFO FROM A NUMSER Or TOTALLY RELIABLE X
ES THAT SYRIA AND EGYPT WESE PLANNING & CODRDINATED ATTACK
ST ISRAEL TODAY [N THZ LATE AFTERNDON.

N ADDITION TO INFO 2F MILITASY SITUATION GOI HAD HARD
THAT SOQVIET DEPENDENTS AND AT LEAST SOYE ADYISORS WERE
EVACUATED FROM SYRIA AND AEGRYPT. AY FIRST» SAID MRS “EIR» -

THE GO! THOUGHT THE SOVIET EVACHATINN FRON SYRIA MIGHT MEAN A

BREAK
THE C
APPAR
NAVAL
SPECU
THIS

IN DIPLMHATIC RELATINNS, 2UT THIS NON DJES NGT SEEM Yn 3E
ASE SINCE A NUMARER [pf SOVIcT ADVISDRS ARE STILL IN CDUVTRY AND
ENTLY PLANNING TO REMLIN, ALSDs GOI HAS [NFO THAT SOVIET
VESSELS HAVE DEPARTEN ALExANORIA. ISQAFL COULD DONLY
LATE DY REASON FDR SOVIET £XN0OUS, BUY NNE GO1 SOURCE REPORTED
IS PART OF SOVIET NEGATIVE REACTION TO PLANNED EGYPT1aN AND

SYRIAN ATTACKS.
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4, IN VIEW OF THE FOREGOINGs Se1p MRS, MEIR, ISRAEL WANTEN THE URGEN

1
MELP OF THE US IN TRYING Tn MEAn OFF HOSTILITIES. SHE ASKen IF WE
NOULD P4SS ON TO THE SOVIETS ANY EGYPTIANS THE FOLLOWING AS
FASY AS PDSSIGLE.

A, ISRAEL TS NOY PLANNING 70 ATTACK SYRIA OR EGYPT, [T HaS
DEPLOYED 1YS FORCES TO PROTECT ITSELF IN CASE DF ATTACK AN, ON
A CONTINGENCY BASIS IS CALLING /P “SOME RESERVES", (SHE CMFIRMED
THIS 1S EOT GENERAL MOBILIZATION) :

8, ISRAEL [S WELL AMARE OF THE MILITARY niSPOSITIONS OF <GYPT

AND SYRIA, IF THEY ATTACK, THEY WILL LOSE AS SHE HAS BEEN
ASSURED THES 4H BY OSEMIN naYaN ALTHOUGH THE ATTACKERS CAN
CAUSE DAMAGE AND INFLICT CAUSUALTIES WHICH TSRAEL WISHESVND
4vO10.

5, [N AMSWER TO MY SPECIFIC QUESTIONs MRS, MEIR REPLIED WITwQUY
MESTTATION THAT ISRAEL WOULD NOT 2PT NOT LAUNCH A PRE=EMPTIVE
ATTACKs NOTING THAT JSRAEL wWOULA SUCCESSFULLY DEFEND ITSELF IF
ATTACKEN, BUY EMPHASTZING THAT THe GOT WISHES Tp AVOID
BLODOSHED,

6, DATT HAS 3FEN BRIEFED Ay IDF Re OETAILS OF MILITARY SITUaTION
* 218 REPORTING SEPARATELY 8Y INYEOIATE CASLE.

(v PU'S OFFICE HAS JUST CALLED #OLLOWING CONTINGENCY PRESS

GUINANCE FOR 10F: [N 8NSKE2 TD cUsSTION IDF SPDKESMAN MILL

SAY: "FOLLOWING CONCENTRATION O SYRIAN AND EGYPTIAN TRODPS
TUE IDF HAS TAKEN DEFENSIVE MEASURES INCLUDING A CALL UP OF
SOME RESERVES."

8, ANB, DINITZ WILL LEAVE FDR HASHINGTON ON FIRST AVAILABLE

PLANE, HE SHQULO BE THERE TOMDR=OY AT LATEST,

COMMENT: 1 BELIEVE MRS MEI2 SINCERELY WISKES TO AVQID USELESS
BLOODSHED. | TRUST WE CAN alD v THIS WORTHY ENNEAVOR. IF »nSSIBLE,
1 WOULD LIKE TD GIVE SOME <END NF REPLY TO 2M WITHIN NEXT FEW
HAURS .
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